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With some key members from a far-reaching time in Jamaica's musical history, 
the film takes you on a journey through an ordinary day in Chinna's Yard.

For Jamaicans, it's the way they have been creating music for over 50 years, 
since before the beginnings of Ska until the present day.

A Livin' Spirits Pictures and Naya Records production  2012
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02     Project Sheet                                                                                                             
 

Title THE ART OF MAKING MUSIC A WAY OF LIFE 
the Inna de Yard project

Logline In the Inna de Yard Project, the older generation of Jamaican musicians 
reunite and collaborate with young Jamaican and international artists, 
recording in the back yard in a relaxed and free environment where music 
is the daily activity.

Genre Documentary
Duration 87 minutes
Format DV / HDV
Language Jamaican Patois (English-Creole)
Subtitle English

Location St. Andrew Park, Kingston, Jamaica, W.I.
Shooting period 2006 - 2009
Editing-Postproduction2010 - 2012

Production Livin’ Spirits Pictures / Switzerland
Naya Records / USA

Directing/Script Markus Egloff (CH)
Camera/Sound Markus Egloff (CH)
Editing Markus Egloff (CH)
Musical Director Nathan Sabanayagam (USA)
Sound Mastering Christoph Sauder (CH)
Sound design Markus Egloff (CH)
Executive Producer Markus Egloff (CH)

Music produced by Earl Chinna Smith (JAM), Nathan Sabanayagam (USA), Kiddus I (JAM)
Music performed by The Inna de Yard all Stars
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03     Synopsis                                                                                                                        

The “Inna de Yard” project involves musicians, singers, producers, sound engineers and artists 
from different countries, genres and cultural backgrounds.

All the artists meet in a relaxed and free environment where music is the daily activity. For 
Jamaicans, it’s the way they have created music since the beginnings of Ska to the present day. 
This project reflects what has been happening in Jamaica for the past 40 years. In the old days, 
they only used a little tape recorder as a creative tool before going to record in the studio. Today 
they are able to record with mobile technology, so they can capture the creative process 
anywhere with no limitations

Earl “Chinna” Smith, Bob Andy, Kiddus I, Johnny “Dizzy” Moore from the Skatalites and others 
from the upcoming generation of Jamaican musicians share their stories and their views about 
music and life. 

04     About the Project                                                                                                          
 

The protagonists are from the first generation of the Reggae and Ska scene. In Chinna's garden 
in Kingston, they joined together with other musicians, singers, producers and sound-engineers to 
create a free and open environment for making music.

The Inna de Yard project is about this older generation's desire to engage young musicians, to 
play a part in the education of upcoming artists, and, in the process, to preserve their own cultural 
heritage of making music a way of life.

Jamaican roots music continues to develop through the  
collaboration between generations and now also with  
international artists. The film shows a new generation of 
musicians picking up on ideas from the past and mixing 
them with their own skills, creating new music. At the 
same time, the older generation is developing a 
relationship with modern technology and yet staying true 
to themselves, preserving their own identity while finding 
new and innovative forms of expression.

All this is done without the support of any major label from the music industry. This independence 
is particularly important to the older generation of Jamaican musicians, having suffered many 
injustices in the early days of the Jamaican music industry.
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Earl Chinna Smith, Kiddus I, Nathan Sabanayagam and other musicians and producers from 
many different corners of the world continue to record music out of Chinna’s yard, producing both 
old and new material.

Through this fruitful collaboration, there are already over 10 CD's produced, with more than 100 
songs recorded. The number of musicians participating in this unique project surpassed 80 a long 
time ago. The film's soundtrack features about 30 songs spanning over 3 CD's.

Markus Egloff had already started shooting and editing the first footage in 2006, when he realized 
that what he was capturing on camera was a treasure for many music lovers, giving them a look 
inside a music scene that has existed for over 40 years.  However, it was still difficult to generate 
grants to bring this project to a bigger scale. The “low budget” quality of the film speaks to this 
reality, but also to the filmmaker’s drive to give something back to the country, to these 
musicians, and to his friends, by telling their story.

Originally, his first documentary was not meant to be a long feature film, but the deaths of Johnny 
“Dizzy” Moore, Eggy and Brother Kodjo, who played in the yard, made him change his mind and 
pushed him to finish the film. These final intimate appearances make this film an important 
document for the history of Jamaican music.

05    About the Director                                                                                                       

Markus Egloff was born in 1964 in St.Gallen, Switzerland, and grew up close to Zürich. In the early nineties, he began his 
journey into music by playing percussion and starting to work as a sound- engineer. He followed this by completing 
several courses and workshops in Visual Media. In 2001, he moved into Video and Film, acquiring more technical 
knowledge and hands-on experience as sound technician and production assistant on several productions in Switzerland 
and Germany.
These days his main activity is sound recording for film and producing video for theatre productions, where he does most 
of the camera work, sound recording and editing.

After living almost 5 years in Jamaica, playing music, performing as a DJ, and working on 
TV and video production, he became part of the Jamaican culture. About 2 years in New 
York gave him more experience in the film business and the opportunity to perform as a DJ 
also let him keep in touch with the music business. After moving around for several years in 
urban environments, he is now living in Versico, a little village in the Italian part of 
Switzerland and an inspiring place to continue working on theatre and film projects.

All of these experiences have contributed to the passionate and seamless production of 
The Art of Making Music a Way of Life – the Inna de Yard project, a low budget film about 
a unique presence in Jamaica's musical landscape.



06     Biographies of the Protagonists                                                                           

EARL “CHINNA” SMITH:  Guitar, Producer  / JA 

After 30 years in the business, music still comes naturally to Chinna, like breathing. He is 
most well known for his work with the legendary Soul Syndicate band and can be heard 
on almost 50% of the Grammy award winning reggae recordings. Recording with artists 
like: Bob Marley, Jimmy Cliff, Dennis Brown, Ziggy Marley and the Melody 
Makers, Mutabaruka, Freddie Mac Greggor, Michael Rose, Mighty Diamonds, BlackUhuru, 
Burning Spear, the Heptones and Sizzla just to name a few. Chinna’s name appears on the 
credits of well over 500 albums. But, it’s not just reggae where you’ll see his name, he’s recorded 
with artists of all genres, including: Lauren Hill, Eve, Erykah Badu and Joss Stone.  He’s traveled 
all over the world but if you ask Chinna where his favorite place is, he’ll tell you that there’s no 
place he’d rather be than in Kingston, Jamaica at home, Inna de Yard.

KIDDUS I:  Singer, Producer / JA 

Kiddus I himself is a mysterious figure. His song "Graduation in Zion" was featured 
on the soundtrack to the 1978 film Rockers, but little has been heard of him since 
the early '80s until now. Kiddus I was a very prominent member of the 1978 peace 
movement in Jamaica, praising the efforts of "brother Claudie, brother Buckie, Tony" 
on record with "Security In The Streets" released on his Shepherd label. On a 
contemporary note, Kiddus released his full-length debut Kiddus I Inna de Yard, on 
the Makasound label in 2005. The song and riddim "Graduation in Zion" has also 
recently been remade by Spain based Lone Lion Productions.  And this year a 
compilation of his Shepherd 45's have been remastered and released by Japan 

             based Dub Store.

BOB ANDY:  Singer  / JA 

Bob emerged as a solo star in 1966 with the smash hit "I've Got to Go Back Home", a song 
that has become a much-loved anthem for Jamaicans. He was one of Studio One’s leading 
lights. In 1970, international recognition came when Bob and Marcia Griffiths recorded Nina 
Simone's "Young, Gifted and Black", which sold 1/2 million in the UK and Europe, and still 
receives frequent airplay today, assuming once again his role of Jamaican music pioneer. 
For the last 25 years he was playing around the world, and also conducting workshops with 
local musicians.  It has often been noted that the mark of this great artist is his continued 

             production of notable works. 

JOHNNY “DIZZY” MOORE:  Trumpet  / JA 

Dizzy attended the Alpha school in Kingston.  This school produced a  whole 
generation of great musicans, particularly horn players, from Jamaica.  After 
school he went on to play in the Military band.  Three and half years later, he 
left the Military Band to pursue the music  of; Charlie Parker, Dizzy Gillespie 
and other Jazz greats.  He then began working as a studio musician for Sir 
Coxsone  Dodd’s Studio One label.  In 1964 Dizzy joined the Skatalites, where 
he joined fellow studio greats like; Tommy Mccook, Roland Alphonso, Lester 
Sterling and Don Drummond. Dizzy continues to perform around the world with 
many Jamaican Bands such as:  Bunny Wailer, The Soul Vendors, 
Supersonics and also his own band The Jamaican All-Stars. Dizzy’s trumpet 

     playing has had and continues to have a tremendous influence on Jamaican 
     music, past, present and future.
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NATHAN SABANAYAGAM:  Drummer, Producer,Engineer  /  USA

 Nathan began his official reggae training with legendary Jamaican drummer Winston 
Grennan and the Ska Rocks Band.  He traveled with Winston to rehearsals and sessions, 
meeting producers such as King Bravo and artists such as, Toots Hilbert, The Meditations 
and Pablo Moses. His long lessons were reinforced by recording sessions and performances. 
After working with Winston, Nathan went on drumming around the world for Jamaican and 
African artists including:  Jr. Reid, Frankie Paul, Pam Hall, Chachi Tadesse and Melaku Retta. 
With a path forged in music Nathan continued his studies at the Berklee College of Music. 
There he would begin his work in recording and production.  After school, he moved to 
Kingston with his drum-set and mobile studio.  In Jamaica Nathan would meet and begin 
recording with Earl “Chinna” Smith in his Yard.  In and out of the Yard, Nathan has had the 
privilege to work with reggae legends: Ken Boothe, Big Youth, Kiddus I, Erol Dunkley, Bob 

             Andy, Johnny Clarke and Jimmy Riley.  As well as the new roots generation including:  
             Luciano, UT Ras and Mikey General.  

SABRINA PALLINI: Singer  / ITA

Sabrina began studying the piano at age 8, she would continue her studies achieving the fifth year 
preparation at the Conservatory. She studied technical vocal interpretation and vocal improvisation 
jazz with the prestigious Italian Countertenor and songwriter Cosimo Morleo. From 2005 to 2006, 
Sabrina moved to Kingston, Jamaica where she began collaborating with guitarist/producer Earl 
Chinna Smith. She completed her first solo release 
"Holy Salad" with him.   This record was created in Chinna's yard.  Sabrina has performed with 
Chinna in Europe and USA and credits her success from years of live and studio work.

KEN BOB: Singer   / JA

For the twenty years Ken bob has been associated with sweet harmonies and conscious lyrics. 
He has received harmonizing and production credits on several albums released by the 
legendary Beres Hammond, Ken Boothe and Dennis Brown As both a singer and producer Ken 
has had several releases on his own ASHER Label including his most recent album 
Emergency. Tappa Zukie released Ken Bob’s album, Heng on in Deh, which was well received 
in Europe. Over yonder was released by Taxi gang, Sly & Robbie and the recent CD release 
Reggae Rider is a welcome format for the 93 smasher which until recently was only available 
on vinyl. Reggae Rider was originally released by TDK of Japan in Asia and Distributed by Tuff 
Gong in Jamaica.  Ken has had numerous appearances worldwide and is a staple in Jamaica, 
appearing at Reggae Sunsplash, Reggae Carnival, Rebel Salute, Air Jamaica Jazz Festival 

          and Sunfest.

OZOU’NE:  Keyboards  / JA

Ozou’ne is an African born Jamaican, growing up in severals countries around the 
world. He has being exposed to music from the age of three. Ozou’ne lives true to 
his name, which means chief musician. At the age of fourteen, he had a spiritual 
revelation that his purpose on this earth was to spread goodness onto all of 
mankind through music. Ozou’ne’s mystical grasp and understanding of music 
enables him to play the keyboard as if it was an inborn quality. Ozuou’ne  has 
played along side the leading artists in the Jamaican reggae scene and abroad. 
His capabilities as a studio musician are matched by no other.
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07     Contacts                                                                                                                          

Livin’ Spirits Pictures:

Producer / Director:

Markus Egloff

Verscio, TI, Switzerland 

e-mail: contact  @livinspirits.ch  

Naya Records:

Music Producer:

Nathan Sabanayagam

Boston, MA, USA

e-mail: nsabanayagam@gmail.com
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